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Abstract

The Indian Penal Code (IPC), Indian Evidence Act (IEA), and Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) have influenced India’s
legal system for years. Despite serving as the bedrock of our legal system, these laws have not been able to adequately handle
the complexities of modernized India. A new era has begun, and with the implementation of new criminal laws, India has
made significant progress toward legal growth. The effort had its start when the Committee for Reforms in Criminal Laws
(CRCL) was established and chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh, Former Vice Chancellor, NLU Delhi in 2020. The three
transformative statutes, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), and Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), aim to revitalize India by substituting these obsolete statutes with new ones that are especially
designed to the country's needs in the twenty-first century. “Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita” (BNS) represents a visionary approach to
modernizing India's legal landscape by integrating traditional justice principles with contemporary legal frameworks.
Emphasizing accessibility, fairness, and efficiency, BNS aims to foster trust and harmony within communities while ensuring
comprehensive reforms that uphold law and justice in globalising word. This abstract explores BNS's objectives, its potential
impact on legal practice, and its role in shaping a resilient and inclusive justice system framed to meet evolving societal needs
in India. Reforms in criminal laws are essential for adapting to societal changes, enhancing justice, and addressing systemic
inequities. They aim to modernize legal frameworks, improve rehabilitation programs, and promote fairness in sentencing.
These reforms strive to ensure effective deterrence while balancing rehabilitation and reintegration efforts in the justice
system. Through this research an attempt has been made to understand the new penal law of India.
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Introduction

The First Indian Law Commission ! was established in
1834 and was chaired by Lord Thomas Macaulay. Its
objective was to examine the power, jurisdiction, and
regulations of the courts, police forces, and laws in force in
India. The commission made several legislative
recommendations to the government. One of the
Commission's most significant recommendations addressed
The India Penal Code, which was enacted in 1860 and is
still in effect in the nation despite frequent amendments.

In order to improve law and order and guarantee the
common man's ease of living, the government deemed it
appropriate and necessary to evaluate the current criminal
legislation. They also focused on simplifying the legal
process. The Government also considered about modifying
the legislation to reflect the current circumstances and give
the common citizen expedient justice. To ensure that
citizens' life and liberties are protected and that a citizen-
centric legal framework is created, a variety of stakeholders
were consulted while keeping in mind the contemporary
interests of the citizens.

Socio-political issues led to the development of these new
laws. A significant factor was the demand for victim-centric
justice, the necessity of tech regulations as a result of the
digital revolution, and the shift in societal values. There
were additional pressures as well, like judicial activism that
brought attention to inefficiencies and international
commitments in addition to the differing views of judges.
Whereas they recognised the potential for change they too
emphasized the significance of understanding and
execution. It has also been pointed out that India's delayed
justice delivery system is a result of several cases that are

still pending in various courts. As a result, the transition to a
modernised legal system is required.

The implementation of new criminal laws is crucial in the
realm of jurisprudence, serving as a proactive response to
evolving societal norms and emergent criminal behaviors.
These legislative measures are designed to fortify public
safety, uphold individual rights, and enforce justice in the
face of contemporary challenges like cybercrime, financial
misconduct, and hate crimes. By refining legal frameworks
and integrating progressive sentencing and rehabilitation
strategies, these laws aim to maintain the integrity of the
judicial system while adapting to complex and multifaceted
criminal activities. This introduction examines the pivotal
role of legislative reforms in fostering a fair, equitable, and
effective legal environment.

The new criminal laws also seek to streamline procedures
by requiring the audio-video recording of search and
seizure. However, the extent of their effectiveness depends
on addressing longstanding structural barriers. Achieving
the intended reforms necessitates a holistic approach that
encompasses  systemic changes and infrastructure
development.

Detailed Overview

To enhance the efficiency of the laws pertaining to offences
and punishments, it was recommended to repeal the Indian
Penal Code and enact a new law. It was suggested that
community service be included as one of the punishment for
petty offences. Moreover, crimes against the State, murder,
and crimes against women and children has been given
priority. Certain offences are now gender-neutral. New
offenses of terrorist acts and organized crimes with deterrent
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punishments have been included in the bill in order to
effectively address the issue of organized crime and terrorist
activity. Acts of armed rebellion, subversive actions,
separatist activities, or endangering sovereignty, unity, or
integrity of India have been added as offences. Additionally,
the penalties and fines for different offenses have been
proportionally increased.

The need for new criminal laws arises from the dynamic

nature of society and the evolving landscape of crime. As

societal values, technologies, and behaviors change,
traditional laws may become inadequate or outdated in

addressing emerging forms of criminal activity. Here's a

detailed overview highlighting the reasons for and

importance of new criminal legislation:

1. Adaptation to Modern Challenges: New criminal
laws are necessary to address contemporary issues such
as cybercrime, identity theft, online harassment, and
intellectual property violations. These crimes exploit
advancements in technology and require specialized
legal frameworks to effectively investigate, prosecute,
and deter.

2. Enhanced Public Safety: Legislation evolves to
prioritize public safety by targeting activities that pose
significant threats to individuals and communities.
Laws addressing violent crime, organized crime, and
terrorism are continually refined to mitigate risks and
protect vulnerable populations.

3. Protection of Individual Rights: Modern criminal
laws aim to uphold fundamental rights and liberties
while ensuring due process and fair treatment for all
individuals involved in the justice system. This includes
reforms in areas such as privacy protection, procedural
fairness, and equal access to legal representation.

4. Support for Victims: New laws often include
provisions for victim support, ensuring they receive
appropriate assistance, compensation, and protection
throughout legal proceedings. This can involve
measures to enhance victim participation in trials and
improve their overall experience within the criminal
justice system.

5. Globalization and Transnational Crime: In an
interconnected world, criminal activities increasingly
transcend national borders. New laws are needed to
facilitate  international  cooperation,  extradition
processes, and mutual legal assistance in combating
transnational crimes such as human trafficking, drug
trafficking, and money laundering.

6. Prevention and Rehabilitation: Legislative reforms
focus on preventive measures and rehabilitation
programs to reduce recidivism rates and promote the
successful reintegration of offenders into society. This
includes initiatives for alternative sentencing, diversion
programs, and community-based corrections.

7. Response to Social and Cultural Shifts: Changes in
societal attitudes and norms necessitate legal
adjustments to reflect evolving perspectives on issues
such as gender-based violence, hate crimes, and
discrimination. New laws strive to align with societal
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values and promote inclusivity, equality, and justice for
all individuals.

8. Efficiency and Effectiveness: Legislative updates aim
to streamline legal processes, improve investigative
techniques, and enhance law enforcement capabilities.
This includes the use of forensic technologies, data
analytics, and evidence-based practices to strengthen
criminal investigations and prosecutions.

As a result, on 11" August, 2023, a bill known as the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 was introduced in the Lok
Sabha. The Department-related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs was assigned to review the Bill
and provide the report. Following discussions, the
Committee recommended changes in its report dated
November 10, 2023. After giving careful thought to the
Committee's recommendations, the Government decided to
withdraw the current Bill before the Lok Sabha and propose
a new bill that included the Committee's recommendations
which were accepted by the Government.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita of 2023 represents a
comprehensive overhaul of the legal framework, replacing
the former Indian Penal Code of 1860. Through the revision
of existing sections, additions and repeals, this new
legislation aims to redefine the legal landscape, particularly
focusing on offenses that threaten sovereignty, unity, and
integrity of India. It addresses contemporary challenges
such as terrorism and organized crime by distinguishing
between major and minor offenses and imposing stringent
punishments for heinous offences. Notably, the law
introduces the concept of 'Community Service' as a
rehabilitative measure for offenders, marking a shift towards
a more rehabilitative approach to justice. Under Section 304
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the offense of 'snatching'
has been newly included, reflecting its commitment to
updating the legal framework to address emerging societal
concerns.

Under IPC the philosophy aimed to deliver justice through
punishment and retribution. Whereas under BNS the
philosophy is focused on providing restorative justice,
emphasizing rehabilitation and placing the victim at the
centre. IPC was formulated by the Britishers under their
oversight and ideological framework. BNS is designed for
the modern India, with a specific emphasis on the constantly
changing legal terrain.

Background and timelines

Under IPC the philosophy aimed to deliver justice through
punishment and retribution. Whereas under BNS the
philosophy is focused on providing restorative justice,
emphasizing rehabilitation and placing the victim at the
centre. IPC was formulated by the Britishers under their
oversight and ideological framework. BNS is designed for
the modern India, with a specific emphasis on the constantly
changing legal terrain.

Chronology from the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 2023

to Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (No. 45 of 2023):

=  On 11" August, 2023, Shri Amit Shah, Hon'ble
Minister of Home Affairs, introduced the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 2023 in the Lok Sabha.

»  On 12" December, 2023, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill,
2023 was withdrawn.
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= On 19" December, 2023, Bharatiya Nyaya (Second)
Sanhita Bill, 2023 was introduced in Lok Sabha
inclusive of necessary improvements.

= On 20" December, 2023, the Bharatiya Nyaya (Second)
Sanhita Bill, 2023 was passed in Lok Sabha.

= On 21 December, 2023, Bharatiya Nyaya (Second)
Sanhita Bill, 21123 was passed in Rajya Sabha.

= On 25" December, 2023, the Bharatiya Nyaya (Second)
Sanhita Bill, 2023 received the assent of the President
of India 2,

Changes Introduced By BNS, 2023

358 Clauses: The Indian Penal Code (IPC) comprises 511
sections and 23 chapters, addressing a wide range of
offenses and corresponding punishments. In contrast, the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) consists of 356 clauses
divided in 19 chapters. It emphasises not just offenses and
penalties but also incorporates fundamental principles of
criminal law, including mens rea, actus reus, causation,
defences, and other pertinent aspects.

Additionally, the BNS replaces certain outdated provisions
with new offenses that better address contemporary
challenges. For instance, it replaces the concept of sedition
with a new offense related to waging war against India or its
allies, reflecting a more nuanced approach to offenses
against the state and national security.

Five Punishments: The IPC outlines six categories of
punishments: death penalty, life imprisonment, rigorous or
simple imprisonment, forfeiture of property, fine, and
whipping (abolished in 1955). Whereas the BNS defines
five types of punishments: death penalty, life imprisonment,
rigorous or simple imprisonment, fine, and community
service. Additionally, the BNS introduces the concept of
setting minimum and maximum sentences for each offence,
while the IPC specifies only the maximum sentence.
Furthermore, the BNS mandates compensation for victims
in specific cases. Overall, the BNS aims to provide a robust
legal framework that not only addresses traditional crimes
but also adapts to new challenges posed by technological
advancements and changing societal attitudes.

New Offences: The IPC categorizes offenses against the
state, public order, human body, property, public health,
safety, morals, and other areas. Likewise, the BNS defines
similar offenses but includes modifications and additions.
One significant change is the replacement of the
controversial sedition law in the BNS with a new provision
that addresses acts of waging war against India or its allies.
The BNS introduces a range of new offenses to address
contemporary challenges and societal concerns. These
include cybercrime, terrorism, hate speech, workplace
sexual harassment, acid attacks, and other emerging types of
criminal behaviour. These additions reflect the evolving
nature of criminal activities in modern society and aim to
provide specific legal frameworks to combat them
effectively.

Under IPC the philosophy aimed to deliver justice through
punishment and retribution. Whereas under BNS the
philosophy is focused on providing restorative justice,
emphasizing rehabilitation and placing the victim at the
centre. IPC was formulated by the Britishers under their
oversight and ideological framework. BNS is designed for
the modern India, with a specific emphasis on the constantly
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changing legal terrain. Moreover, the BNS modifies existing
offenses such as rape, murder, theft, and others. These
revisions are designed to make the definitions and
punishments more comprehensive and gender-neutral. By
updating these laws, the BNS seeks to ensure that all aspects
of criminal behaviour are adequately covered under a
modern legal framework that aligns with current societal
norms and values.

Impact on legal practice

The introduction of new criminal laws can significantly

impact legal practice in various ways, influencing how

lawyers defend clients, prosecute cases, and navigate the
judicial system. Here are some key ways in which new
criminal laws might affect legal practice:

1. Expanded Definitions and Offenses: New laws may
introduce expanded definitions of criminal offenses or
create entirely new categories of crimes. This requires
criminal defense lawyers to stay updated on the latest
statutory definitions and elements of offenses to
effectively defend their clients.

2. Stricter Penalties: Changes in criminal laws often
involve adjustments to penalties, including higher fines,
longer prison sentences, or mandatory minimum
sentences for certain offenses. Lawyers must advise
clients on potential consequences and negotiate plea
bargains or alternative sentencing where applicable.

3. Enhanced Protections or Rights: New laws might
enhance protections for victims, witnesses, or
defendants, such as provisions for victim compensation,
whistle-blower protections, or expanded rights to legal
representation. Lawyers need to understand these rights
and ensure their clients' rights are protected throughout
the legal process.

4. Intersection with Other Areas of Law: New criminal
laws may intersect with other areas of law such as
immigration, corporate compliance, or environmental
regulations. Lawyers handling cases involving multiple
legal dimensions must navigate these intersections to
provide comprehensive legal advice and representation.

5. International Implications: If new criminal laws align
with international treaties or standards, lawyers
handling cross-border criminal cases must understand
extradition laws, mutual legal assistance agreements,
and international human rights norms that could impact
their clients' cases.

6. Challenges in  Enforcement: Implementation
challenges and judicial interpretations of new criminal
laws may create uncertainties in legal practice. Lawyers
need to stay informed about evolving case law and legal
precedents to anticipate potential challenges or
opportunities in their cases.

Overall, the introduction of new criminal laws demands
continuous learning and adaptation from legal professionals.
It requires staying updated on statutory changes,
understanding their implications on procedural rights and
penalties, and strategizing effectively to uphold clients'
interests within the framework of evolving legal standards
and societal expectations.
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New offences under bns

1. Sexual Intercourse on false pretext of marriage
Clause 69 of BNS describes Whoever, by deceitful means or
by making promise to marry to a woman without any
intention of fulfilling the same, has sexual intercourse with
her, such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of
rape, shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to ten years and
shall also be liable to fine 1. The legal system is notorious
for penalizing sexuality outside of marriage, especially
when it concerns women. One pertinent example is the
criminalization of cases involving false promises to marry.
While there is a broader debate on whether deceptive sexual
practices should be criminalized in general, the specific
treatment of deception related to marriage raises significant
issues. It's worth noting that this is not a new offense—
originally, the judiciary classified such cases as rape,
arguing that consent obtained under false pretences is
invalid and thus constitutes rape. However, this approach
has faced criticism for stretching the definition of rape too
far and for criminalizing consensual sexual relations that are
socially sanctioned outside of marriage.

2. Mob Lynching

In India, mob lynching has emerged as a significant
challenge to law and order, causing societal tensions over
the past few years. According to media sources, more than
100 individuals have lost their lives in incidents of mob
violence since 2015. The Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs acknowledged in the Lok Sabha that data regarding
mob lynching is considered unreliable. Clause 103(2) of
BNS provides punishment when group of five or more
persons acting in concert commits murder on the ground of
race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, language,
personal belief or any other similar ground each member of
such group shall be punished with death or with
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine 1.

5. Revival of Section 303

Honourable Supreme Court of India stuck down Section 303
of IPC, 1860 in the case Mithu v. State of Punjab ! making
it unconstitutional. The new legislation under clause 104
provides alternative punishment for murder by life-convict
[l and saves it from earlier anomaly. The scope has been
widened with addition of provision for imprisonment for
life, which shall mean the remainder of that person’s natural
life. Revival of the penalty was necessary to prevent
criminal activity by an accused.

6. Hitand Run

New Legislation provides for a separate offence under
Clause 106(2) whoever causes death of any person by rash
and negligent driving of vehicle not amounting to culpable
homicide, and escapes without reporting it to a police
officer or magistrate soon after the incident. The punishment
of such offence is imprisonment of a term which may
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine 1. This
offence impacts society in present times where road
accidents are increasing and focuses towards public
awareness.

7. Organised crime
BNS,2023 defines organized crime as; any continuing
unlawful activity including kidnapping, robbery, vehicle
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theft, extortion, land grabbing, contract killing, economic
offence, cyber-crimes, trafficking of persons, drugs,
weapons or illicit goods or services, human trafficking for
prostitution or ransom, by any person or a group of person
acting in concert, singly or jointly, either as a member of an
organised crime syndicate or on behalf of such syndicate, by
use of violence, threat of violence, intimidation, coercion or
by any other unlawful means to obtain direct or indirect
material benefit including financial benefit, shall constitute
organised crime [l Moreover inclusive definition of
“economic offence” ¥ is also stated. Organised Crime is
punishable with death or imprisonment for life and fine not
less than ten lakhs if such offence has resulted in death of
any person 29 In any other case its punishable with
imprisonment for term not less than five years which may
extend to life imprisonment and fine not less than five lakh
rupees (14,

8. Petty Organised Crime

Under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), there is a
focused approach towards addressing petty organized crime.
This includes offenses that, while not categorized as major
crimes like terrorism or large-scale organized crime, still
pose a significant challenge to public safety and order. The
BNS identifies and defines these offenses comprehensively,
aiming to tackle issues such theft, snatching, cheating,
unauthorised selling of tickets, unauthorised betting or
gambling, selling of public examination question papers or
any other similar criminal act 2. By explicitly addressing
these activities within the legal framework, the BNS aims to
curb their prevalence and impact on society. Penalties under
the BNS for petty organized crime may vary depending on
the nature and severity of the offense, with provisions for
both imprisonment and fines.

9. Terrorist Act

The legislation under clause 113(1) defines terrorism as
actions intended to undermine the unity, integrity, and
security of the nation, intimidate the general public, or
disrupt public order. A terrorist act encompasses the use of
firearms, explosives, or hazardous substances (biological or
chemical) to cause death, endanger lives, or spread fear. It
also includes activities such as destroying property or
disrupting essential services and activities specified under
Section 2(g) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967, such as unlawful seizure of aircraft or detaining
hostage. The penalties for attempting or committing
terrorism include either the death penalty or life
imprisonment in cases where the offense results in death 31,
For other instances, imprisonment ranges from a minimum
of five years to life imprisonment (4],

10. Acts endangering sovereignty unity and integrity of
India
The BNS repeals the offence of sedition, which has faced
widespread criticism as a colonial-era restriction on free
speech and dissent. It is now "Acts endangering sovereignty
unity and integrity of India". According to new legislation;
Whoever, purposely or knowingly, excites or attempts to
excite, secession or armed rebellion or subversive activities,
or encourages feelings of separatist activities or endangers
sovereignty or unity and integrity of India; will be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend
to seven years or life imprisonment, with or without fine 1%,
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Sedition has been surrounded by controversies due to its
arbitrary nature whereas new provision provides punishment
for treason.

Grey Areas

= Section 377 does not have a substitute in the Sanhita. In
the case of Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India 16,
Honourable Supreme Court of India, partially
decriminalized Section 377 so far it criminalised gay
sex between consenting adults. However, now, in the
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanshita, 2023, no provision for non-
consensual sexual offence against male, female,
transgender and for bestiality has been made. Therefore
standing committee recommended reintroduction of
section 377 of IPC, in proposed law.

= Honourable Supreme Court of India struck down
section 497 of IPC in Joseph Shine v. Union of India [
as it violated Article 14, 15 & 21 of the Constitution.
The Court held that it was archaic, arbitrary and
paternalistic and infringed upon a woman’s autonomy,
dignity and privacy. This provision only penalised the
married man, and reduced the married woman to be a
property of her husband. But in this regard, the
institution of marriage is considered sacred in Indian
Society and there is vital need to safeguard its sanctity.
For the sake of protecting institution of marriage, this
section; of adultery, should be retained in Sanhita
making it gender neutral.

=  The BNS still considers marital rape as an exception to
rape. This appears to contradict the stated goals of
prioritizing crimes against women and children. Marital
rape not being included in new criminal laws is a
glaring omission that deserves criticism. This failure
reflects outdated societal norms and legal frameworks
that perpetuate gender inequality and disregard the
bodily autonomy and rights of women within marriage.
By not criminalizing marital rape, the law implicitly
condones sexual violence within the confines of
marriage, sending a harmful message that consent is not
necessary once a woman is married. This not only fails
to protect women from abuse but also reinforces the
misconception that marriage implies perpetual consent
to sexual activity, regardless of the woman's wishes.
Furthermore, the absence of legal recourse for victims
of marital rape undermines efforts to combat gender-
based violence and uphold fundamental human rights. It
denies victims the right to justice and perpetuates a
culture of impunity for perpetrators, contributing to a
cycle of abuse and harm.

= Furthermore, BNS has failed to make the offence of
Rape Gender Neutral. The failure to make rape laws
gender-neutral perpetuates inequality in the justice
system. It fails to recognize that anyone, regardless of
gender or sexual orientation, can be a victim of rape.
Moreover, it may contribute to underreporting of sexual
assaults by male victims who fear stigma or disbelief.
In the international arena, recognizing rape as a gender-
neutral crime emphasizes equal protection for all
genders. Legal advancements aim to address historical
biases and ensure justice for male, transgender, and
non-binary survivors. This evolving approach reflects
efforts to combat sexual violence comprehensively and
uphold human rights principles worldwide.
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Grey areas in new criminal laws often arise due to
ambiguous definitions or unforeseen circumstances. New
criminal laws occasionally clash with Supreme Court
rulings, challenging established constitutional
interpretations. This tension highlights the dynamic
relationship  between legislative intent and judicial
precedent, necessitating careful consideration to ensure
alignment with constitutional principles and precedent set
by the highest court, thereby preserving civil liberties while
addressing contemporary legal and societal challenges. BNS
also lacks certain provisions that were previously directed
by the Supreme Court and upheld as precedents until now.
All the new offences registered after 1% July 2024 are to be
registered under BNS, 2023. Therefore, the situation is
likely to get complicated as both IPC,1860 and BNS, 2023
will work simultaneously.

A Way forward

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita introduces a range of broadly
defined offences, particularly concerning state security.
While the exclusion of the term "sedition” is notable, its
replacement with "Acts endangering sovereignty, unity, and
integrity of India" retains ambiguous language, raising
concerns about possible over-criminalization. The extensive
scope of offences such as "organized crime" and "terrorist
act" remains, and efforts to clarify and restrict their
definitions have been made, yet questions persist about
potential misuse and their impact on individuals. Challenges
including high judicial vacancies, overburdened courts, and
the necessity for robust infrastructure development and
training for forensic experts and the audio-video recording
of statements need to be addressed diligently to achieve the
intended efficiencies.

Chief Justice of India D. Y. Chandrachud hailed the
enactment of three new criminal laws and said that these
new laws are a "clear indicator" of a changing India [81,
“These laws signify a watershed moment for our society
because no law affects the day-to-day conduct of our society
like the criminal law. India is set for a significant overhaul
of its criminal justice system with the upcoming
implementation of three new criminal laws” he added. The
CJI claimed that the new laws "synchronised to our times"
would only be successful if those in charge of implementing
them will adapt to them. He further stated that the “much-
needed improvements” have been introduced to “protect the
interests of victims and carry out investigation and
prosecution of offences efficiently” [,

"Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,” or BNS, envisions a forward-
thinking approach by amalgamating traditional Indian
justice tenets with modern legal structures. It prioritizes
fairness, accessibility, and efficiency in legal processes,
aiming to build trust and cohesion among communities.
BNS advocates for comprehensive reforms that ensure
equitable application of laws, promoting societal harmony
and justice. By embracing innovation and inclusivity, BNS
charts a path forward where legal frameworks evolve to
meet contemporary challenges while preserving the core
values of Indian jurisprudence. It aims to empower
individuals and institutions alike, fostering a resilient and
just society for generations to come. The IPC and CrPC will
operate simultaneously with the new laws because there are
still pending cases in courts, and crimes occurring before
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July 1, 2024, which are reported later, must be registered
under the IPC.

Honourable Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, while presenting the Bill in
Lok Sabha, felicitated “Through this epochal change, an
attempt has been made to add soul to our criminal justice
system. Earlier on, there were laws with a centralised idea
of awarding punishment and now victim-centric justice is
going to evolve. Ease of Justice should be implemented
through simple, consistent, transparent and accountable
procedures. There will be fair, time-bound evidence-based
speedy trials for enforcement, this is going to reduce the
burden on courts and prisons and the conviction ratio is also
going to increase. Accountability of the police has been
fixed in many cases. There will be a single type of justice
system in the entire country and equality in the justice
system” [20],

Conclusion

Laws and their implementation are dynamic and constantly
evolving processes within any legal system. There is no
definitive endpoint to the development or application of
laws; they continually adapt to societal changes, new
circumstances, and emerging challenges. This flexibility
allows legal frameworks to remain relevant and effective
over time. Advancements in technology often necessitate
new laws or amendments to existing ones to regulate digital
spaces, protect data privacy, or combat cybercrime.
Similarly, changes in social norms and values may call for
revisions in laws related to human rights, equality, or
environmental protection.

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) signifies a forward-looking
initiative aimed at reforming and modernizing India's
criminal justice system. By blending traditional Indian legal
principles with contemporary legal structures, BNS seeks to
address longstanding challenges while adapting to the needs
of a rapidly changing society.

One of the core objectives of BNS is to ensure accessibility
and fairness in the administration of justice. It emphasizes
the importance of procedural transparency and
accountability, which are crucial for building public trust in
the legal system. By streamlining legal procedures and
enhancing the efficiency of judicial processes, BNS aims to
reduce delays and backlog in courts, thereby expediting the
delivery of justice.

Moreover, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita places a strong
emphasis on victim rights and welfare. It introduces
provisions to better protect and support victims throughout
the legal process, ensuring their voices are heard and their
rights upheld. This victim-centric approach is a significant
departure from the past and reflects a broader societal shift
towards recognizing and addressing the needs of those
affected by crime.

In addition to its focus on procedural fairness and victim
rights, BNS also addresses emerging challenges in criminal
law enforcement. It incorporates provisions to combat new
forms of crime, such as cybercrime and economic offenses,
reflecting the evolving nature of criminal activities in a
digital age. By staying ahead of these trends, BNS aims to
equip law enforcement agencies with the necessary tools
and legal frameworks to effectively combat crime and
uphold public safety.

Furthermore, BNS advocates for comprehensive reforms
that ensure the equitable application of laws across different
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sections of society. It seeks to eliminate biases and
discrimination in the legal system, promoting a more
inclusive and just society. This inclusivity extends to
marginalized and wvulnerable communities, ensuring that
they have equal access to justice and legal protections.

As BNS continues to unfold, its implementation and impact
on the ground will be closely monitored. The success of
these reforms will depend not only on legislative changes
but also on effective enforcement, judicial interpretation,
and public awareness. Continuous evaluation and adaptation
will be key to refining BNS and addressing any challenges
or shortcomings that may arise.

The potential impact of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita on
India's legal system is significant, encompassing
streamlined procedures, enhanced digital integration, and
refined judicial discretion. As these reforms unfold, they
hold the promise of expediting justice delivery, improving
legal efficiency, and adapting to contemporary societal and
technological advancements in a dynamic legal landscape.
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita represents a bold and
transformative step towards building a more efficient, fair,
and inclusive criminal justice system in India. By combining
traditional wisdom with contemporary needs, BNS aims to
uphold the rule of law, protect rights, and ensure justice for
all citizens, thereby laying the groundwork for a more just
and secure society.
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