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Abstract 

Natural law is the belief that certain obligations, moral principles, and rights are part of human nature and may be ascertained 

via straightforward reasoning. In other words, when you think about the essence of humanity, they just make sense. "Natural 

law" has always been associated with determining how ethically appropriate human behavior is. Since laws of nature are 

universal, they apply to everyone equally. 
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Introduction 

Natural law notion is being applied in the whole world 

which makes it so natural, other than natural law it is also 

named divine law, and eternal law. Everywhere it is 

characterized in different ways. Morality is known to be its 

fundamental concept. Morality is considered a higher law 

that serves as a standard in human law. Natural law is 

considered to be religious or supernatural and determines 

what should be done or not done based on reason and good 

conscience. The difference between good and bad is formed 

by reason. 

This article attempts to perform a thorough investigation 

into the evolution of natural law theory across the Ancient, 

Middle, and Modern periods. Regarding the definition of 

natural law, jurists have never agreed on anything. The 

social contract theories emerged throughout the 

Renaissance, and these views conflicted with one another. 

What did the ancient Indian scriptures and those from 

Greece, Rome, and the Roman Empire think of natural law? 

What led to its collapse during the 19th century? This page 

provides answers to each of these queries. 

 

Natural law school 

Natural law is a legal doctrine which upholds the rule of 

nature. The school of legal reasoning stands for the idea that 

all civilizations have intrinsic laws. Moral law is another 

name for natural law. God's law, Reason's law, Nature's 

law, Universal law, and unwritten law are all examples 

of divine law. Such phrases as "audi alteram partem" 

and "Nemo judex in causa sua" mean that both parties 

have the opportunity to be heard. Rendering to this 

thought, the law is reasonable and logical. As per 

natural law, morality naturally led to legislation. 

Therefore, morally repugnant behavior will be 

prohibited by law. Natural law entails morality, ethics, 

justice, and reason which should be the right one. Man 

formed this eternal law that can’t be enforced by 

external agencies. 
Natural law school is classified into four portions that are 

named as 

▪ Classical period 

▪ Middle Ages 

▪ Resurgence period 

▪ Contemporary period 

 

The further classical period is specifically described as the 

Greek and Rome period. 

 

Classical period 

Greek period 

The history of natural law as it relates to ancient Greek 

philosophers, believed that justice and ethics were 

intimately tied to the law. Who among the Greeks first 

distinguished between the law and blind faith? It is 

generally acknowledged that the Greeks were the initial 

Ancients to discover and promote the principles of regular 

regulation because there was no political stability in Greece 

at the time, legal professionals were urged to develop new 

broad administrators who would handle and control the 

discretion and oppression. According to a school of thought 

created by Greek scholars, if there is anything meaningful, it 

is lawful by nature for all mankind, independent of place 

and time. A further factor is that men have little influence 

over nature [1]. 

 

Socrates 

Socrates was an educated expert who trusted in human 

"knowledge" and was an unbiased scholar, he acknowledged 

that morality is the more important law. According to him, 

each person has a unique understanding, which helps them 

determine what is good or bad. As a result, each person 

should conduct themselves on their knowledge. He 

acknowledged that a man might instill qualities in him 

through his understanding. Socrates asserted that "Law is a 

product of proper reasoning." "Human insight": A man can 

recognize right from wrong and can respect moral 

principles. This human 'insight' serves as the foundation for 

judging the law [2]. 
 

Aristotle 

Aristotle was a major proponent of regular regulation; he 

defended it by saying that nature produced everything. He 

splits the reality of man into two parts, first asserting that he 

is an animal made in the image of God and, second, that he 

is equipped with a dynamic explanation that gives him the 

capacity to choose freely. Furthermore, he claims that the 

head of traditional equity can be found using this rationale, 

it asserts that since justice, ethics, and reason are 
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fundamental elements of natural law, man-made law must 

also abide by these timeless ideas. Eventually believes that 

man is an integral element of nature in two ways: initially 

since he is one of the god's creatures, and second because he 

has the capacity for insight and reason which allow him to 

exercise his will. 

 

Plato 

Plato's work was strongly influenced by the ensuing 

philosophy of regularly regulating themes. He believed that 

all men were endowed by God with an equal sense of 

morality and justice, enabling them to defend themselves in 

the battle of life. He concurred that justice is a mirror of an 

individual's inner self and may undoubtedly be attained by 

human reason and cleverness. In an ideal world, each 

individual is given a task that is appropriate for their skills. 

When a person chooses reason and wisdom above desire, 

they can achieve inner peace, which includes the 

characteristic of justice. It is an advocate of the theory that 

"ultimate" justice may be discovered via logic. Plato agrees 

with Socrates' assertion about natural law. Plato thought that 

everything in the world is in order [3]. 

 

Roman Period 

Roman law exhibited a remarkably fruitful impact from 

regular regulation. Rome's limited and inflexible legal 

system was changed into a cosmopolitan one using common 

law. They had three different types of law, one of which was 

jus civile, or common law, which was relevant to Roman 

citizens. Jus gentium, or strangers' rights law. Jus naturale 

was also the law that was inherently unchanging, or more so 

than all other laws created by justifications [4]. 

Roman judges used the laws based on customary practice to 

unfamiliar residents and customary practice with unfamiliar 

laws. The collection of laws that were developed during this 

cycle was known as jus genitum. Rules were regarded as the 

ones that addressed equity well and had all- inclusive legal 

requirements [5]. Later, as Roman citizenship was extended 

throughout Europe, “jus civile” and “jus gentium” combined 

into one. Roman legal experts all agreed that if there was 

ever a conflict between natural law and positive law, natural 

law would take precedence [6]. 

 

Cicero 

Cicero recognized that the law, which derives its strength 

from Nature, is the most notable explanation. He believed 

that the cosmos had a built-in divine explanation that is 

occasionally fairly close to the actual requests made by the 

universe. The goodness of the human mind has lifted man 

above all other creations, and the fact that he was created 

with government support determines what should and 

shouldn't be completed. The sense of justice and 

wrongdoing can be gauged by a person's reason. He said 

that man's reason governs the entire cosmos. The human 

mind is a component of the human mind. Since a man lives 

according to reason, he also lives naturally or by nature. 

 

Stoics 

The criteria of Plato's idea of normal control stirred the 

Stoics, who then cultivated their hypothesis. He asserts that 

reason governs the entire cosmos. Reason also represents a 

portion of the cosmos that includes man. Man's need to 

understand himself is what motivates him to live by 

nature. His philosophy of normal control had a notable 

impact throughout the Republican era [7]. 
 

Ancient India 

Antiquated the oldest religion in the world, Hinduism dates 

back much further than the early civilizations of the Greeks 

and Romans. Vedic scholars were awestruck by nature's 

incredible strength. They began to think about nature's 

innate capabilities, including those of the sun, moon, rain, 

wind, lightning, and other natural phenomena. They also 

began to wonder why the sun doesn't set, which is another 

thing they started to ask themselves. By day, where do the 

stars go? What causes the overhead lightning, exactly? The 

perception that the heavenly powers of nature were 

unquestionably addressing the powers of nature was the 

most pervasive. The lofty upright law was always preferred 

in ancient India over the positive law that had widespread 

validity, such as “Dharma- Nobility, Artha, Kama- wants 

and Moksha- salvation.” Dharma was the vehicle through 

which the Indian way of life was portrayed. 

The Vedas made references to several divine entities who 

were responsible for numerous everyday oddities. In Vedic 

times, the God "Varuna" was crucial. He was revered as the 

universe's ambassador for justice, morality, and integrity. 

He is also given the circumstance involving the Vedic 

"Rita" sky watchman. The grand request known as "Rita" 

refers to the universe's predestined order of events, which is 

based on a common cause and the laws of consistency in 

nature. Dharma denotes "nobility" and supports a socio-

restrictive code of conduct for members of the public. It is 

referred to as traditions, moral laws, laws, and obligations, 

generally speaking, strict ideals thinking, the real truth, 

divine equity, a regular code of customs and customs, and 

what is right and what is happening. Instead of focusing on 

what is inaccurate, people should seek out what is generally 

true. Its goals are to meet societal needs, and its standards 

are immutable, unalterable, and founded on reason, truth, 

and morality [8]9. 

 

Middle ages 

During the middle Ages, speculative notions had an impact 

on the theological and intellectual concepts of the Catholic 

Church, which led to the development of their conception of 

natural government. When the globe was emerging from the 

dark ages, there was no political dependability. The battle 

was starting between the congregation and the state and 

there was the requirement for the congregation to lay out its 

matchless quality. To lay out security numerous catholic 

rationalists and scholars thought of their hypotheses that 

were more intelligent and methodical. Thomas Aquinas, 

whose well-known work is the Summa Theologica, was the 

most persuasive author with the customary approach to 

dealing with Natural regulation. 

 

Thomas Aquinas 

The link between means and finishes was the central 

concept of Thomas Aquinas' notion. According to him, there 

is a relationship between a particular situation and its result-

like things. Things have an inherent tendency to be fostered 

with a specific objective in mind. Fire consumes yet it 

doesn't freeze. Be that as it may, the human psyche can see 

the value in the connection between the means and closures. 

He could at any point pick a specific end and devise a 

method for accomplishing and regulation comprise a 
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method for accomplishing the closures. He characterized 

regulation as "a statute of justification for the benefit of all 

made by him who has the consideration of the local area and 

declared". In addition, he segregated regulation into four 

classes: “Eternal Law (Lex aeterna), Natural Law (Lex 

Naturalis), Divine Law (Law of Scriptures), Human Laws 

(Lex Humana)” [9]. 

Thomas Aquinas described timeless law as immutable law 

and regular law as a part of the eternal law that may be 

discovered by reason since he believed that man is a rational 

creature who can decide what is good by thinking about his 

inclinations and nature. The congregation can understand 

divine law, which is timeless law that has been made known 

via sacred books [10]. The state creates human regulations to 

ensure the safety and prosperity of its citizens. Nevertheless, 

these rules should be comparable to the standard rules [11]. 

As he coined the phrase "Lex iniusta non-est lex"—a low 

regulation isn't a regulation—a human regulation that is not 

connected to regular regulation is humiliating regulation, 

and such perilous regulations are not to be adhered to. Hugo 

Grotius established a further element of routine regulation. 

He claims that normal law is so inflexible that even God 

cannot alter it, implying that normal law is independent of 

all celestial powers and would exist in the absence of God. 

He said that human instinct is the grandma, normal law the 

parent, and positive law the kid and that human instinct is 

rooted in the idea of the man. Additionally, he emphasized 

how people with the tendency to form opinions and desire 

peace in society construct sovereign authority and set the 

norms of normal regulation [12]. 

Thomas Aquinas created a remarkably flexible and logical 

philosophy of natural law by skillfully fusing Aristotle's 

theory with the Christian faith. He argued that the church 

should have supremacy over the state because even the 

sovereign has some authority. He defended social stability 

vehemently, sanctified social and political institutions, and 

equated natural law with reason. Catholic current jurists 

have expanded on Aquinas' theory while modifying it to fit 

the needs and conditions of the times. 

 

Resurgence period 

Instead of depending just on the texts, scholars who were re-

studying the Greeks and Romans examined the aim of 

human life to draw principles of Natural law. During times 

of Renaissance and unrest in America and Europe make 

ready for profound liberation for the people. Political 

absolutism required a legitimate defense of its case for 

limitless power over individuals. A common accord was the 

legal development that was utilized by the populace in the 

political conflict. The suppositional evolution of reason is 

the notion of common agreement. According to the 

perspective of mutual understanding, humans in prehistoric 

civilization existed within the confines of nature and 

without both government and laws. Some logicians believed 

that the state of nature was filled with challenges and 

injustices, while others believed it was filled with joy and 

fulfillment. Men entered into agreements to protect their 

lives and possessions, and as a result, society emerged. They 

encouraged this group to treat one another with respect and 

live in harmony. 

In another conception, they ceded all or part of their rights 

and opportunities to a sovereign power that guaranteed their 

safety and that of their property, as well as, to a certain 

extent, their freedom. This was the cycle where the 

independent authority was laid out. The fundamental 

examples of the mutual agreement hypothesis were John 

Locke, Hobbes, and Rousseau [13]. 

 

Thomas Hobbes 

Hobbes comprehended regular regulations unsure of moral 

values but rather the law of nature in light of perception and 

enthusiasm for human instinct. He stated that the 

fundamental principle of natural control was the right to 

self-preservation. The natural state of man was one of 

change, and his life was marked by fear and narrow 

thinking. There was constant, crushing warfare in that state 

of nature, which undermined everyone. The usual 

explanation pointed out to man the level of self- 

preservation for which he sought to escape the state of 

extremely strong weakness in these general circumstances. 

Come about which they gave all their normal freedoms over 

to a solitary individual whom they vowed to genuinely 

comply with. The guideline of self-protection implies man 

profoundly wants safety and request. Natural law can be 

found by reason which expresses out loud whatever a man 

ought to do or not to do. At the time he lived there, England 

was going through a national crisis. This made him realize 

how important state authority is and why he wanted to be a 

direct ruler [14]. 

 

John Locke 

As opposed to Hobbes' condition of nature, John Locke's 

condition of nature was one, of harmony, altruism, common 

aid, and protection. He supported independence, hence as a 

result He claims that natural regulation gives individuals 

more power than the sovereign. He believed that regular 

human freedoms are inherent, with the right to property 

standing out. Men possessed all the freedoms that nature 

could offer them in their natural state. However, they lacked 

a group that could regulate these liberties. He believed that 

private property rights existed before any common 

agreements. Men agreed with one another to protect their 

property. They agreed to give up a small portion of their 

freedoms to uphold the rule of law in the eyes of the general 

population. Regular rights including the right to life, 

freedom, and property were granted to the populace [15]. 

 

Rousseau 

Common agreement is the speculative growth of reason, as 

Rousseau suggests. Each lives a free, barbaric existence 

according to his or her natural state. He had no sense of 

right or wrong, any private information, no jealousy, and no 

rivalry. Sincerity was there everywhere. However, things 

didn't stay this way for very long. At the right time, people 

started to think about their possessions, revealing the 

disparities between the wealthy and the poor and explaining 

the inequality. People entered into an agreement whereby 

they ultimately ceded their freedoms to the local community 

to address these challenges. As a result, the individual has 

the right to the local liberties. Rousseau emphasized the 

significance of the public will and the certainty that the 

sovereign power would act in the public interest [16]. 

 

Hugo Grotius 

It is credited with founding international law. 'Social 

Contract' served as the foundation for Grotius' legal 

philosophy [4]. His position is that political society is based 

on a "social contract," in brief. The sovereign has a 
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responsibility to protect the people because it is the sole 

reason, they were given power. 

 

Immanuel Kant 

He highlighted that "reason" served as the cornerstone of the 

social compact, but Kant made a clear distinction between 

rights protected by natural law and those obtained via 

acquisition, and he only recognized one inherent right—the 

right to freedom. 

 

Hegel 

Hegel is also very essential in the study of natural law. It is 

the most well-known philosophy of the philosophical school 

of law, and it also presents their thesis, according to which 

the state and the law are causes for the development of 

human logic. 

 

Contemporary period 

This modern phase is partitioned into two periods. First as 

declining in natural law theory in 18 and 19 centuries and in 

the second phase the revival of natural law theory. 

 

Decline of Natural law theory in 18th and 19th Century 

The common agreement hypothesis was defeated in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The financial and 

political transformations that had taken place in Europe 

served as evidence for the normal regulation hypothesis. 

Concrete and political agreements were needed to 

implement these new developments. The brilliant 

advancement of innate science and fresh political 

conjectures energized experimental methods and scorned 

logical approaches. Many historians and rationalists 

disregarded the standard hypothesis by calling it a fantasy. 

Hume presented that the explanation comprehended in the 

arrangement of normal regulation depended on disarray. 

Furthermore, neither qualities nor equity are intrinsic in 

nature. As indicated by Bentham normal regulation is only 

an expression. He censured regular regulation and referred 

to it as "straightforward and logical gibberish". His view 

concerning the rule of fairness was negative as he said that 

"Outright imbalance is unthinkable" and Absolute freedom 

is categorically antagonistic under any kind of governance. 

Austin was likewise against the regular regulation 

hypothesis and as per him it was vague and deceiving. 

According to him, the state created and oversaw every one 

of the regular liberties enjoyed by the general public, and it 

wasn't always this way [17]. 

 

Revival of natural law in 20th century 

After the First World War, Western civilization was 

irreparably damaged. Since there was no soundness, the 

need for an equity ideal evolved. Positive regulation 

hypotheses completely failed to address the new problems 

brought about by the altered social circumstances, leading to 

the restoration of the regular regulation theory. Legal 

theories of the 19th century that overemphasized the 

significance of "positive law" faced opposition 

because they refused to recognize morality and reason 

as components of the law. These theories also failed to 

meet the aspirations of the public. Second, it became 

clear that making assumptions or using abstract 

reasoning was not entirely useless. Thirdly, the 

influence of materialism on society and the altered 

socio-political climate forced legal thinkers of the 20th 

century to search for a value-oriented ideology that 

could stop the overall moral decline of the populace. 

The rise of belief systems, for example, Fascism and 

Marxism additionally prompted the restoration of 

regular regulation speculations. This restored normal 

regulation is relatively not conceptual and 

unchangeable and worried about useful issues, not 

theoretical thoughts. This brand-new theory of regular 

regulation incorporates various human standards. In 

this manner, it is designated "regular regulation with  

Variable [18]". 
 

Conclusion 

Each general public is dependent upon steady change and 

these progressions happen timely according to people’s 

necessities. This investigation makes clear that since ancient 

times, conventional regulations have also been prone to 

modification. Its extension remains wide and covers various 

parts of culture. It has been utilized to help various 

philosophies like religious government, Absolutism, and 

independence. It has motivated different upheavals and has 

likewise affected the improvement of positive regulation. 

Standards of normal regulation have been typified in the 

general set of laws of various nations. For instance, in the 

general set of laws of England, various standards of regular 

regulation have been exemplified. India likewise acquired 

specific standards from England like equity, value, and 

clean integrity. In the Indian Constitution, an enormous 

number of standards depend on the hypothesis of normal 

regulation like Fundamental Privileges, Right to Equity, and 

Matchless Quality of the legal executive. Finally, it is 

possible to assert that natural law has significantly 

contributed to the global legal order. 
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